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* Key Stage 4 courses
 Subject specific information for English & Maths

* Keys to success



Key Differences from KS3

* Fewer subjects, but more lessons

* Courses end in public examinations

* GCSE-level work starts immediately

* Exam “build-up” spread over a minimum of two years
* Variety between students’ programmes

* Inform future pathways



Key Stage 4 Overview

* Year 10: 39 weeks
* Mock exams w/c 22 March (before Easter)
* Work Experience July

* Year 11: 29 weeks (to start of GCSEs)
* Mock exams December and Core in March
* Exams begin in May of Year 11

* Year 10: 60 %
*Year 11: 40 %

Please note the majority of teaching

time is in Year 10.



N

\ale Key Stage 4 overview

Year 10 Year 11

* Nov: Termly Progress Report * Nov: Termly Progress Report
* Feb: Termly Progress Report e Dec: Year 11 Mock Exams

* March: Year 10 Mock Exams * Feb: Termly Progress Report
* May: Parents evening * March: Year 11 Mocks Core

* June: Termly Progress Report subjects

* Work Experience & P16 Tasters * April: Termly Progress Report
* May: Start of exam period



Key Stage 4 courses

Students will be either studying:
- GCSE qualifications

- BTEC qualifications

- Cambridge Nationals

- ASDAN qualifications



Reformed GCSEs

le

A Science, Maths and ICT Academy

Since 2015 the Government have reformed GCSEs to ensure assessment is
more robust and rigourous

* GCSE content is more challenging but still suitable for all abilities

* All exams are taken at the end of the course

* Assessment is mainly by exam, Non Exam Assessment only when necessary
* Tiering now only exists in Maths, Science and MFL

e GCSEs are now graded on a scale of 9 to 1 (rather than A* to G), with 9 the
highest grade, to distinguish clearly between the reformed and unreformed
qgualifications



New grading structure — Former grading structure —

‘Reformed’ GCSEs ‘Unreformed’ GCSEs
Q A**
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VAole  Vocational Qualifications

A Science, Maths and ICT Academy

Qutcomes

Grade

Level 2 Distinction *
Level 2 Distinction
Level 2 Merit

Level 2 Pass

Level 1 Distinction
Level 1 Merit

Level 1 Pass

U




A Science, Maths and ICT Academy

Exam Boards (for exams in 2022

Year 10 Exam Boards (for exams in 2022)

OCR - Cambridge

Level AQA Pearson/Edexcel Nationals WIEC Edugas
Subject Codes |Subject Codes Subject Codes | |Subject Codes
Entry level Step up to English 5970
ELC Maths 5930
Level 2 Child Development [J818
Creative Media
BTEC Lvl 1/2 Production BVKL1
Sport BPMW6
Dance DICN2
Art & Design -
GCSE Computer Science 8520| |[Biology 1BIO Fine Art €651Q5
Art & Design -
Drama 8261| |Chemistry 1CHO Photography C656QS
Design & Technology 8552| |Combined Science 15C0
Food Prep & Nutrition | 8585| |English Language 1ENO
French 8658| |English Literature 1ETO
Further Maths 8360| |History® 1HIO
Geography 8035| |Physics 1PHO
Music 8271| |Mathematics 1MA1
PE 8582
Religious Studies™ 8062
Spanish 8698




Non-Exam Assessments (NEAS)

Vital to the final grade

Tend to be extended, open ended tasks

Conducted under ‘controlled conditions’ —
low, medium or high level depending on the course

Time limited

Cannot be repeated!!



Subjects with NEAs

e PE GCSE Fine Art GCSE

e Level 2 BTEC Sport Art Photography GCSE

- Design & Technology GCSE Design & Technology GCSE

e Drama GCSE Child Development

* Computing GCSE

* Creative Media Production BTEC Level 1/ 2



Keys to Success

Commitment, Motivation & Resilience

Even more important than ability in
determining achievement



Keys to Success

Students must:
o ‘understand’ the work

o be able to retrieve their knowledge (i.e. they must
have everything they’ve learnt for 2-years at their
finger tips)

o be able to use and apply their knowledge to
different contexts and to solve problems

o be able to write well in exam situations



Keys to Success

* Good attendance

* Focused and engaged in lessons

* Prepared to ask questions to clarify their understanding
* Complete all set tasks to the best of their ability

* Self quiz / test to check their understanding

e Addresses gaps in their knowledge or understanding

* Undertakes independent learning

* Ongoing revision

* Practises exam style questions



SENECA

Proven to make you learn 2 X
faster
Our smart leaming algorithms are proven to make

You remember topics better. If you get a question
wrong, we'll show you the content again butin a

different format. We'll even do it at a time when it's
optimal for you to leam it. We've also hand-selected
the best GIFs and memes on the internet 5o revision
‘makes you laugh instead of stressed.

Gt started free

A Science, Maths and ICT Academy

Exumi Scores o S

Seneca

Revision
Guides
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[};|| Education on Demand

SUPPORT YOUR GHILD ON THE PATH T0 SUCGESS

Your child’s academy has invested in the award winning resource,
GCSEPod, to help your child reach their goals! Join the thousands of
parents encouraging their children to use GCSEPod to support
learning, homework and revision.

Th# B ey e

e Bevidonlakis

| found GCSEPod especially useful My daughter used GCSEPod
to compliment my knowledge for her GCSEs and was very
and I'm certain it helped me successful with her results, she

secure the grades that | have absolutely loved your Pods
been so happy to recelve. and this style of revising.

Student Parent

"

@ Proven to increase results

@ 25+ exam mapped subjects
@ Available online and offline 665000000000¢
@ Audio visual content 't
@ Builds confidence

@ Use on the go, anytime, anywhere

For more information please visit www.gcsepod.com/parents
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‘ ! ! | implement, inspire, impact

GCSEPod

@ gCSGpOd gcsepod.com info@gcsepod.com @ 0191 338 7830

education on demand




The Power of Pod

We have invested in an award-winning
called GCSEPod.

gcsepod

Pod Credentials:

» Supporting students at KS4 for over 10 years

 Used in over 1,300 schools worldwide

 Recommended by the Association of School and College Leaders
» Winner of multiple educational technology awards:

AWARDS

Lot o

AWARDS 2015  AWARDS 2018  TEAcCHERS
WINNER WINNER 'R

SECONDARY CONTENT SECONDARY CONTENT
CATEGORY CATEGORY

] 4
2018
SUPPLIER OF THE YEAR

LOG ON NOW @

www.gcsepod.com




GCSEPod helps your child to: @
Geapca

Accelerate progress Consolidate subject knowledge Improve engagement and encourage
and raise results. and improve recall. independent learning.

LOG ON NOW @
www.gcsepod.com




When used effectively, GCSEPod can have a BIG impact
on final grades

Data from over 2,200 students shows that
higher GCSEPod users are more likely to
exceed their predicted grades by a larger
margin than those who don’t use
GCSEPod.

High academic year usage yielded a
greater impact than high usage in just the
exam period.

On average, highest users received 3
grades higher across their subjects than
predicted.

Average Predicted versus Acheived Attainment 8 by Category of
GCSEPod User
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Difference Between Predicted and Acheived Grades

Non-Users Low Users  Medium Users  High Users
GCSEPod Usage
High Users = average 122 Pods watched in academic year
Medium = average 34 Pods watched in academic year

Low = average 6 Pods watched in academic year
Non Users = 0 Pods watched in academic year

LOG ON NOW @

www.gcsepod.com

gcsepod

m Academic Year

m Exam Period




What’s included?

Independent learning and revision gCSQpOd
materials: |

Teach

Browse Pods J@elic=idEEs

27 GCSE subjects.

Exam board specific playlists.

Available on computer, phone or tablet.

E @ &8 B

Apps available for Android and Apple.

LOG ON NOW @

www.gcsepod.com




What's included?

Independent learning and revision gcsepod
materials:

« Each topic contains a playlist of 3-5 minute
videos called “Pods.”

» Pods contain all key words, facts, quotes @
and labelled diagrams for full
understanding. gcsepod

* Can be watched online or downloaded for
offline viewing (like BBC iPlayer).

« Students can organise Pods into playlists
and favourite Pods to return to (like
YouTube or Spotify).

LOG ON NOW @

www.gcsepod.com




Let’s watch an example Pod @

gcsepod

https://www.gcsepod.com/our-pods/

LOG ON NOW @

www.gcsepod.com




What’s included?

gcsepod

Exam specific revision:

AQA: English Literature: Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-
century novel

| ‘m/ VSpeI!angerg{ncrtuauon and Grammar

BEn

Subject |

>
Who or

what the
sentence
is about

(g

« Each upcoming exam has a
corresponding playlist.

E W

« Exam playlists contain all the
Pods relevant to that specific
paper.

vV vV vV VvV VvV VGV VvVV@w

View the Pod directly on

« An exam timetable includes DD View the Pod dre e
the exam dates.

LOG ON NOW @
www.gcsepod.com



What’s included?

Assessment and homework:

* Assessment and homework can be set on GCSEPod.

« Assignments can be completed on any device and
students receive instant results (unless free text
questions are included).

* If students do not achieve 100% in an assignment, a
BOOST PLAYLIST will be automatically generated
containing videos to help fill the identified knowledge

gaps.

My Boost Playlists View All

4
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Marrative Writing: The Basics

Quastions:

Select One

It's.a good idea 1o plan in
advance and decide what
type of story you want to
write,

You should introduce your
main character and set the
scene in the opening
paragraphs.

LOG ON NOW @

www.gcsepod.com

n Which of the following statements is not true?

You should decide if you wamnt
1o write in 1st, 2nd or 3rd
DEerson.

The more complicated the
structure and story, the better.

~ gesepod




Please support your
child to get into good
independent study
habits.

It is about getting
into regular routines
from day 1 not
leaving it until year
11.

Independent Study
Mon |Tues |Weds | Thurs |Fri Sat | Sun
a.m. Work |Match
p.m. Work
4 00 School Work
Match
7.00 Train




School provides a vast range of experiences to help

students develop holistically:

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Ten Tors etc.

Sports teams/coaching

Art/Drama/Music groups, productions and events

House Competitions



\Ale Support &Guidance
In School

* High quality lessons
* Revision techniques

* 6 experienced tutors
* Wealth of knowledge
* Approachable
* Care

* ATHOS and HoS . )
e “Strength” when they get lazy

e Careers Guidance .
- * Helping to get the balance
e Extra Revision Classes right

* Mentoring/Coaching

At Home

e Support network
* A quiet place to work
* Enthusiasm for school
* Interest in what’s going on

* Sympathy when it gets too
much



Importance of Communication

* If you have concerns, please speak to us!

* Work with us — we work in partnership with you to
help your child achieve their potential



