
No. 642 
w/c Mon 14 October      

will be Week A 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

Year 10 Parents Information Evening Thursday 10th October 

Thank you to all parents, carers and students who came along to last night’s Year 10 Information 

Evening. Although the presentations will be put on the website, it is always better to hear what is being 

said, and of course it’s rewarding for my colleagues if there is a full room (as there was). The evening 

explained the implications of the reformed GCSEs, the increased rigour of the exams, with special 

reference to English and Maths, how we support students both in class and pastorally, resources students 

can use for independent study, and the crucial part parents/carers play. Particular thanks to my colleagues 

Mrs Jacobs, Mrs Oldfield and Miss Barratt.  

 

Reading 

One thing which was stressed at last night’s evening, which is not just for Year 10 students and parents, 

is the importance of reading. Numerous studies have shown that a student who reads widely develops a 

better vocabulary, can therefore comprehend a range of reading materials (and exam questions), and gets 

better results. There is a known drop-off in reading between Primary and Secondary school, which is 

why we have Read to Learn to bridge the gap, and keep students reading a year longer. One thing that 

parents can really do to support children is to encourage them to read; this includes non-fiction such as a 

(quality) newspaper or a (properly-written) magazine which focuses perhaps on a hobby or interest. 

 

Parents’ Forum 

It might be useful to recap where we are, especially for parents new to Clyst Vale. For many years, we 

have had a traditional PTFA, doing some fund-raising and occasional social events; over the years, 

support for the PTFA and events has declined significantly, so the decision was taken to wind up the 

PTFA and develop a Parents’ Forum which would meet roughly half-termly for a presentation on a topic 

chosen by parents and discussion. The vision would be for this Parent Forum to help facilitate more 

parental engagement with the College, provide feedback on key issues, and develop new approaches to 

fund-raising. The College’s Governors are keen to support the Forum, and representatives often attend. 

So, please come along next Wednesday! You really won’t get roped into a committee and have to run the 

Halloween Tombola stall (or similar).  

Post-16 Open Evening. A date for your diary! Our Post-16 Open Evening will be held on Thursday 

November 7th, starting at 6.00 pm in the Post-16 block. 

THOUGHT OF THE FORTNIGHT 
“One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the world.” 

Malala Yousafzai  



Youth Parliament Vote 

You can find the full results of last Friday’s vote on the front page of the website. Suffice it to say, young 

people’s environmental concerns were overwhelmingly voted the top national issue, and stopping knife 

crime just edged out better mental health support as the devolved issue. It will be interesting to see what 

the national results are, but clearly these are Clyst Vale’s students opinions and we need to think about 

how we address these issues in the curriculum and how we can do more. There will be a further vote on 

purely local issues in Parliament Week next month. I must add that the process of voting was amazing; 

clearly Mrs Battishill and her team (Sixth Form Politics students) had organised things well, but students 

took it very seriously and responsibly, and it was a useful exercise in democracy! 

 

World’s Largest Lesson 

This is an organisation working in partnership with UNICEF to promote the seventeen Sustainable 

Development Goals. This year, the focus is very much on climate change. It is literally an international 

lesson plan with activities and resources, adapted for different ages and abilities; last year over 8 million 

children took part. As a RRS, we are keen to support the World’s Largest Lesson as a whole, and 

specifically the Goals as they underpin improving the rights of children. Further, linking well with the 

Youth Parliament vote, today’s lesson will focus squarely on the climate change debate, who is 

responsible (all of us?), and the potential solutions. More next week! 

 

Student Successes 

Two very different success stories have come my way this week, both involving Year 10 girls. Katie 

Cowell has been a committed member of St Johns Ambulance, belonging to their cadet force, and was 

recently presented with their top award, Cadet of the Year for the whole of Devon. Meanwhile, Lara 

Gimbuta (a year under the age group) has been selected for the England under-16 Rounders squad, 

following trials in the Midlands. Well done to both of them! 

 

St Petrocks’ “Harvest Festival” 

A huge “thank you” to Year 8 (mostly) students and parents/carers for their generosity in supporting this 

charity initiative. The items donated will be collected by St Petrocks, and used to help improve the lives 

and dignity of homeless people in Exeter. If you would still like to donate, time is running out – Monday 

morning is the last opportunity before collection. 

 

Will Fowles 

Further to last week’s Newsletter, we have been asked by Will’s mother to mention that she is supporting 

the Young Minds charity in memory of Will. Clearly, I am happy to bring this to your attention. The 

relevant link is as follows: https://youngminds.org.uk/donate/ 

 

“Autumn Safety” 

Half-term week is early this year, so that both Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night fall later on the calendar. 

For many years, in the week before half-term, I have been happy to publish Devon & Cornwall Police’s 

“Autumn Safety” letter. This year’s letter hasn’t arrived yet, but with Hallowe’en accessories and 

fireworks already on sale, the gist of the letter is to remind students (and parents) of the dangers at this 

time of year, and the need for sensitivity as vulnerable people in their communities can be frightened and 

upset by thoughtless, or worse, anti-social behaviour. As a school, we have absolutely no problem with 

young people enjoying themselves, but not if it puts them at risk or affects the rights of others. 

 

https://youngminds.org.uk/donate/


Dr Bawn 

Attendance  

I saw some good advice on the security door of a nursery as I waited for an appointment in my local 

health care hub, entitled “When is sick too sick for school ?”. It went on, “Send me to school if I have a 

runny nose or just a little cough, but no other symptoms; I haven’t had a fever for 24 hours; or I haven’t 

thrown up or had diarrhoea for 24 hours”. Clearly, we would like students who are properly ill to stay at 

home, not spread infections, and recover quickly; but I mention this advice because we are committed to 

improving attendance and it may be helpful.  

 

Brief Reminder 1: parking at the end of the College day 

Please do not park in the Coach Park: even one misparked car can cause the buses to back up and create 

gridlock. Please do not park in the Staff Car Park, either. There is a lot of pedestrian activity, and 

vulnerable/injured students are also picked up. 

 

Brief Reminder 2: the ban on cans. 

This is a simple little reminder which rhymes. If it’s a can of deodorant, a can of energy drink, or a can of 

soft drink, it is banned from the premises and a member of staff is entitled to confiscate; there are plenty 

of alternatives available. 

 

Brief Reminder 3: bus travel 

We’ve been alerted to a couple of incidents where a student has tried to get on a School Transport (CV) 

bus to go to a friend’s house at 3.20 pm. Students are only allowed to travel on CV buses with a bus pass 

for that specific bus. There are many reasons for this including number of seats, who has responsibility 

for the child, insurances and safeguarding. 

 

Healthy Homes for Wellbeing 

 

I have been asked by Devon’s “Early Help” to bring this scheme to the attention of parents and carers. 

Healthy Homes for Wellbeing is provided by Exeter Community Energy (https://www.ecoe.org.uk/) as 

part of a larger LEAP partnership (https://applyforleap.org.uk/).  You can find the website here https://

www.ecoe.org.uk/healthy-homes-wellbeing/ 

 

The project covers Exeter, Mid Devon, East Devon and Torbay and provides free advice, home energy 

assessments, and free energy and money saving measures (for example LED light bulbs, draught 

proofing, insulation)  to those who are at risk of fuel poverty, so can make a very positive impact on the 

wellbeing of vulnerable people.  In some cases this can lead to onward referrals for new boilers or 

assistance with water bills or advice concerning debt management and access to benefits.  There is a 

broad range of eligibility for a free home assessment, including people with a wide range of health 

conditions, those on low income and anyone in receipt of child benefit.  We estimate that, on average, 

around £1000 of benefit can be delivered to a household through a LEAP visit. 

 

https://www.ecoe.org.uk/
https://applyforleap.org.uk/
https://www.ecoe.org.uk/healthy-homes-wellbeing/
https://www.ecoe.org.uk/healthy-homes-wellbeing/


STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

GREEN SCHOOL 

7GAW Isabella Fry 

7GBA Leah Green 

8GSW Ethan Lovegrove & Riley Lovegrove 

8GNB Adam Cross 

9GGT Will Drake 

9GDJ Kiera Franklin 

10GHE Lara Gimbuta 

10GIM Lily Roberts 

11GABR Charlie Blackburn 

11GDH James Readman 

YELLOW SCHOOL 

7YDS                                                                           Lenny Bolt 

8YNS Ollie Mearing 

9YRB Mia Rice 

11YMM Ben Wills 

11YZK Haille Morgan 

RED SCHOOL 

7RAO Chloe Johnson 

7RAR Nina Page 

8RGG Thomas Selley-Steer 

8RSJ Addison Drinkwater & Sol Onoyiweta 

9RSS Madeline Smith 

9RTMA Evie Lunn 

10RCJ Lily Youel 

10RCM Adam Large 

11RZB Phoenix Start 



SPORTS NEWS  



RUGBY 

U15 Girls Rugby v QECC 
The U15 girls played their first game, with many of our girls being in Year 9. The strength of the QE 
girls which play at the town's rugby club shone through, however our girls were superb right to the 
end in their attitude, effort and respect. Well done to the squad: Kerenza Hurren, Sophie Elliot, Izzy 
Cocking, Emily Sibley, Amaryllis Shelley, Ellie Raynor-Johnson, Isla Hammond and Harriet King as 
assistant coach to father, Dave! Many thanks to Mr King and Mrs Elliot for their time with the girls. 
 
Year 9 Boys Rugby v Kings Ottery 
The boys came unstuck against a well drilled Kings side, losing out 26-5 at home on Thursday 
afternoon. A slow start was punished by Kings who held a 12-0 half time lead, with Clyst Vale replying 
through a try by Captain Tom Brooking after a charge down in the corner. George Wright's tackling 
was immense, as was Harrison Rees’ security in the second row. Ben Heywood-Rose was man of the 
match with his excellent low tackling whilst tracking back. The boys travel to Blundells School on 
Wednesday for their next encounter. Well done to all of the squad! 

SPORTS NEWS  

U14 Girls Rugby 

 

Near perfect conditions greeted the girls from Year 7 and 8 as they ran out for their match against a 
strong Queen Elizabeth's CC. The 8 a side game was meant to be a semi-competitive affair designed to 
encourage tackling and handling skills. In the end it was a fierce battle between two tenacious sets of 
players. Led by Alice the Clyst Vale team showed some lovely running skills and it was not long before 
Alice herself picked up a try. QECC responded and in the following minutes added two more. The 
tackling was excellent and Olivia in particular showed great technique and commitment. The pace of 
Lilly soon showed as she flew in for a deserved try to bring the girls close again. The younger Y7 girls 
ran and tackled well with Alexa smooth in her attacking movements, Iona growing in confidence as 
she ran into contact and Jess bruising in her tackling. The most agile player in attack proved to be Katy 
who skipped and sidestepped her way round the QECC defenders repeatedly. QECC added another try 
before a lovely move involving industrious Tamara coming in off her wing and offering up a pass for 
Alice to add a second try. Tabitha proved herself to be the complete all round player and supported 
and coached the younger girls throughout. In the end a narrow loss, but a great deal learned. Player of 
the match as recognised by the QECC girls was Katy for her fantastic running, accurate passing and 
fearless tackling. 
 
               Mr J Powell 
               Head of PE  



   

Do you use twitter? Then why not follow us @clystvale to find out          

what’s going on in the College community. 

Key Stage 3 Boys Rugby @ Blundells 

 

The Year 7, 8 and 9 boys rugby squads travelled to Blundells on 
Wednesday for their annual fixtures. Along with playing the hosts, the 
Year 7 and 8 teams took on Uffculme too. All squads were superb, both 
on and off the pitch. Their commitment on the pitch and the level of 
respect shown off it were commendable and a true credit to Clyst Vale. 
 
The Year 7 boys had two tough games, narrowly losing out to Uffculme 15-10 and Blundells 20-5, 
however were more than a match for their opponents who are very strong. The boys defence was 
outstanding, especially in their first game! 
Congratulations to the squad: Lenny Bolt (c), Charlie Williams, Oliver Hargreaves, George Craig, Daniel 
Horn, Jack Howes, Fletcher Sherwood, Henry Fenner, JJ Slater, Daniel Baker, Jack Derby, Oliver Back, 
Alex Glassborrow, Jaden Hooper and Archie Jameson. 
 
The Year 8 boys were low on numbers due to illness and injury but did a great job playing against a very 
strong Uffculme side and put up a great show versus Blundells, pushing them all the way. A big thanks 
to Oliver Clayton and Lorenzo Amatuzzo for stepping in from Year 9 to help the side. 
Congratulations to the squad: Ned Brown (c), Joe Rees-Lee, Tommy Pullyblank, Charlie Watkins, Josh 
Cantrill-Hore, Marlon Blum, Olly Jermey, Sam David, Daniel Martin, Steven Maby, Ty Perrot, Oliver 
Clayton and Lorenzo Amatuzzo. 
 
Year 9's game was very competitive, with the boys losing out in the end, 24-22. Despite some 
questionable refereeing and decisions by the home team, the Clyst Vale boys were magnificent in their 
attitude and spirit throughout. Well done boys! 
Congratulations to the squad: Tom Brooking (c), Ben Waycott, Jed Wade, George Wright, Jonny Baker, 
Oliver Watt, Ben Heywood-Rose, Joe Clark, Jamie Horwell, Sam Knee, Max Kerslake, Max Roffey, Felix 
Bilton, Oliver Clayton, Reese Aldridge, Harrison Rees and Reagan Seagrave. 
 
              Mr Pearce 
              Head of Green School 
              Teacher of PE  

SPORTS NEWS  



Monday 7th Oct—Netball 

 

The Year 7 girls Netball team had their first competitive match at home against 
Honiton School.  The A team had a little more experience on their side, worked very 
well as a team and impressed not only me but also the Honiton teacher. They won 13
-11! Bethan O'Dell and Tegan Wreford worked well in attack in the D and scored 
many goals between them. Isabella Fry, Esme Turner and Ruby Norman worked well 
to get free and get the ball down the court and provided us with some amazing interceptions. Daisy 
Mitchell and Laila Steer worked so well together in defence and rarely allowed Honiton to get within 
shooting distance!  Isabella Fry was awarded Most Valuable Player (MVP) by the Honiton team, for her 
speed across court and powerful passes. 
 
The B team had a slower start and took a while to get their eye in, Liv Woollam had an especially good 
shooting technique when the team could get the ball to them.  Dilly Pepper was very good in defence 
and managed to intercept most of the passes made to her partner.  Isla Rothwell also managed some 
good interceptions as GK. The rest of the team, Jessie Emeleus, Florence Walker, Jemima Plank and 
Ruby Meredith helped the team secure a 4-0 win!  Liv Woollam was awarded MVP by the Honiton 
team for her strong shooting and movement around the court. 
 
What an excellent start for both teams, they should be very proud of themselves! 
 
Don't forget Year 7 Netball training is after school on a Monday until 4.30 and all are welcome. We 
currently have enough players for three teams and would love to make it four! 
 
A massive “Thank You” to Emily Pattison (Yr 10) for her continued help on a Monday after school, her 
help is invaluable! 
 
               Mrs Needs 
               Teacher of PE 

SPORTS NEWS  



Day Club Time Where Changing Room Teacher 

Mon Music Club Lunchtime PA2 N/A Mrs Sprenkel 

Mon Chess Club Lunchtime Library N/A Mrs Foulds 

Mon Year 7, 8 & 9 – Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Stapleton 

Mon Year 9, 10 & 11 – Weights Lunchtime Dance Studio New Block Mr Pearce 

Mon All Years – Dance Lunchtime Dance Studio New Block Mrs Elliot 

Mon Year 11 Child Development – 
Health & Social Care Course-
work Catch Up 

Lunchtime VO1 N/A Mrs Bennett 

Mon B&V Year 11 Paper 1 Revi-
sion 

1.30pm HU2   Miss Brotherton 

Mon Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Mon Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA1 N/A Miss Ruscoe 

Tues Amnesty Lunchtime EN7 N/A Miss Watt/Mrs Gillespie 

Tues Year 10, 11, 12 & 13 – Bas-
ketball 

Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Powell 

Tues All Years – Girls Only – 
Dance/Gym – no weights 

Lunchtime Dance Studio New Block Mrs Needs 

Tues Year 9 & 10 – Rugby Lunchtime Field New Block Mr Stapleton 

Tues Year 10 & 11 Art GCSE 
Coursework/Exam Support 
Club 

Lunchtime AR3 N/A Mrs Pieczenko 

Tues Year 10 & 11 - Careers & 
Work Experience Drop In 

Lunchtime Careers Room N/A Mrs Bennett 

Tues B&V Year 11 Paper 2 Revi-
sion 

1.30pm HU1 N/A Miss Brotherton 

Tues Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA1 N/A Miss Ruscoe 

Tues Year 11 GCSE Food Catch Up 
(theory or practical) 

Lunchtime DT3 N/A Mrs Crook 

Wed B&V – KS3 Student Support Lunchtime HU1 N/A Miss Brotherton 

Wed Drugs & Alcohol Information 
Drop-In 

Lunchtime G31 N/A Mrs Gillespie 

Wed Week B Music Club Lunchtime PA2 N/A Mrs Sprenkel 

Wed Drawing Club – Week B Lunchtime Library N/A Mrs Foulds 

Wed All Years – Badminton Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Powell 

Wed Year 7 & 8 – Rugby Lunchtime Field New Block Mr Pearce 

Wed Year 11 – GCSE Catch Up Lunchtime PE5 N/A Mrs Broomfield 

Wed Year 10 & 11 - Careers & 
Work Experience Drop In 

Lunchtime Careers Room N/A Miss Bennett 

Wed Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Wed Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA1 N/A Miss Ruscoe 

Wed Yugioh Club Lunchtime SC3 N/A Mr Moxey 

LUNCH CLUBS Monday-Wednesday 



Thurs Hula Hoop Club Lunchtime Dance Studio N/A Mrs Gillespie 

Thurs Attenborough’s Army Lunchtime Library N/A Mrs Foulds 

Thurs Various Years – Inter-Tutor Lunchtime Various Various Mr Pearce/Mr Stapleton/
Mr Powell & Mrs Broom-
field 

Thurs Year 10 (after ½ term) – 
Indoor Football 

Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Powell & Mr Brooks 

Thurs Year 7 & 8 Games Club Lunchtime HU6 N/A Miss Jenkins 

Thurs B&V KS4 Student Support Lunchtime HU1 N/A Miss Brotherton 

Thurs Science Club 1.30pm – 2pm SC2 N/A Dr Odunlade 

Thurs Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Thurs Year 10 GCSE Food Practi-
cal 

Lunchtime DT3 N/A Mrs Crook 

Thurs Year 11 Science Home-
work Club 

Lunchtime SC7 N/A Mrs Serven – taken by 
P16 students 

Fri Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Fri Week B Music Club Lunchtime PA2 N/A Mrs Sprenkel 

Fri Various Years – Inter-Tutor Lunchtime Various Various Mr Pearce, Mrs Elliot, Mr 
Stapleton, Mr Powell & 
Mrs Broomfield 

Fri Minecraft Lunchtime IT3 N/A Mr Bailey 

Fri Week A 
Year 9 Baking Club 
(starting 20th September) 

Lunchtime DT3 N/A Mr Krasko 

Fri Week A 
Year 11 Child Develop-
ment – Health & Social 
Care Coursework Catch Up 

Lunchtime VO1 N/A Mrs Bennett 

Day Club Time Where Changing Room Teacher 

LUNCH CLUBS Thursday - Friday 

CHARITY NEWS 
Non-Uniform Days – 2019 to 2020 

 
As a Rights Respecting School, we asked the students who they would like to 
raise money for on our non-uniform days. 
 
This is who they chose and below are the dates of the new academic year’s  
non-uniform days. 
  
Fri October 18th 2019 – Little Princess Trust 
Fri 20th December 2019 – Young Minds 
Fri 14th February 2020 – Devon Air Ambulance Trust 
Fri 27th March 2020 – Children’s Hospice South West 



School Transport 
 

1. Clyst Vale supports the (DCC) Devon County Council’s “No Pass No Travel Scheme” that operates 
on transport to and from this College. 

2. Only students who show a valid travel pass to the driver on every journey will be allowed to 
travel. Students must travel on the vehicle indicated on their pass. 

3. Please ensure that your child has their travel pass before they leave home every day. 
4. Please ensure that your child knows what to do in the event they are not allowed to travel or the 

bus does not arrive (e.g. because of breakdown or traffic conditions or severe weather). College 
attendance is very important and it is best to be prepared for any of these eventualities. 

5. DCC will carry out regular pass checks throughout the year.  
6. Drivers are not allowed to carry passengers who cannot show a valid pass. 
7. If your child loses their pass during the day they should go to the AtHoS offices to ask for a 10 day 

temporary pass.   Replacement passes cost £5 each and can be ordered online, or by sending a 
cheque with a replacement form. 

Further information is available at: http://www.devon.gov.uk/school_transport 



Attendance, Absence and 
Requests for Absence 

 

You need to let the College know of any absence on the first day it occurs.  If you do not notify the 

College, then you will be contacted to identify the reason for absence.   

This will help to reduce unauthorised absences and truancy. 

Please note, the College may ask you to provide medical proof if a student is absent from College due 

to illness.  

For Years 7 - 11 Absences 

Please ring: 

Penni Ball (Attendance Officer) 

Direct line: 01392 463911 

Email: studentabsence@clystvale.org 

 

For Year 12 - 13 Absences 

Please ring: 

Jassy Barrington (Post-16 PA) 

Direct line: 01392 462697 

Email: barringtonj@clystvale.org 



COLLEGE DRESS  

Clyst Vale aims to maintain a simple pattern of College dress to promote a clear sense of identity 

and enable students to come sensibly dressed, at reasonable cost, for a range of learning 

activities. If a student is improperly dressed, correct uniform will be provided for that day or the 

student may be sent home to change his/her clothing, at the discretion of the Principal. If parents 

are in any doubt about the suitability of an item of uniform they should check with the 

College before buying it. 

 Uniform for all students in Years 7 to 11 

 White collared shirt 

 School colour tie 

 Clyst Vale V-neck jumper with College logo. 

 Boys trousers - Banner Slimbridge (Black)/Banner  Falmouth (Black). 

 Girls trousers - Trutex GTN (2 pocket black)/David Luke DL965 black). 

 All trousers must have Clyst Vale logo rivet on waistband. 

 Skirts - Blue Tartan and knee length 

 Trutex Senior stitched down/Taylor Tartan (blue) skirt and may be worn no more than 2" above 

the knee.  Knee length black tailored shorts may be worn. 

 Black sturdy shoes or all black trainers. 

 White socks or black tights with skirts. 

 Clyst Vale reversible jacket or other outdoor coat. 

All uniform and PE Kit can be purchased from Thomas Moore, Exeter.  Thomas Moore 

offers both a personal service in their shop and also the opportunity to order on line at 

www.thomasmooretoymaster.co.uk.  

 Eyebrow jewellery, facial, tongue, nose and lip studs are not permitted. 

 Leather jackets, all denim garments and all hoodies are not permitted. 

 Hats should not be worn indoors. 

 Outer coats should be predominantly plain in colour and without large logos. 

 A plain white t-shirt or vest may be worn under the shirt. 

 On health and safety grounds, shoes should be appropriate for a work place. Flipflops, open 

toes, Uggs, Dr Martens (or equivalent) are not permitted. 

 Jewellery may be worn, providing it is not excessive or potentially hazardous. However, it is a 

legal requirement that all jewellery must be removed before undertaking sporting activities. It 

is the responsibility of the wearer to do this. 

 

The Principal, in consultation with the Governors of the College, will decide on the suitability of the 

appearance of a student attending the College - extreme hair styles, of either cut or colour, are not 

permitted. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Address:  Clyst Vale Community College, Station Road, Broadclyst, Exeter, Devon EX5 3AJ 
 
Tel: 01392 461407   Library: 01392 464010 
 
Email: admin@clystvale.org    Web: www.clystvale.org 
 
Principal: Kevin Bawn, BA PhD 


