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will be Week A 

THOUGHT OF THE FORTNIGHT 
“Too many people overvalue what they are not and undervalue what they are.”  

Malcolm Forbes 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

 

Ofsted Report 

You should have received a copy of the Report and a separate letter today. This is my tenth Ofsted, eighth 

as a Head, and the Report is undoubtedly the most puzzling I have experienced. It largely describes a 

school in which students are safe and happy, most are having a good experience and progressing in line 

with expectations. Our values are clear to all, and embedded. Most teachers are teaching well, and the 

vast majority of parents are very happy with what we do. “Requires Improvement” inevitably sounds 

negative, but what it means (to anyone who works for Ofsted, at least) is that a school is providing a 

perfectly acceptable standard of education for the majority, but needs to improve a few key things. 

Perhaps after ten Ofsteds I might be a little jaundiced…..  

That said, I am not at all complacent, I don’t like being Head of a “RI school”, and when we are next 

“visited” in two years’ time I am determined that the issues for action will have been addressed. We were 

already working on improving the curriculum, teaching and learning, and this will continue; we will 

improve our provision for SEND students (which has been one of the biggest casualties of education 

funding cuts); and we will tighten tracking of the wider curriculum.  

There is one contentious issue for action, namely increasing the number of students opting for a language 

at GCSE; for years, we have always adopted the principle of choice for students, and although we 

encourage uptake of a language, we have never enforced it. In the year where we came closest to 

enforcing it, we met with a higher-than-normal resistance from both students and parents. When the dust 

settles, and certainly before Ofsted re-appear, I’d like to return to this issue and canvass parental opinion. 

There are other factors, but at root this is a clash between two curriculum principles. (As an aside, the 

report says “most” students do not follow a language; the figure is 70%, which is consistent with many of 

our local schools and lower than some, who are feeling a bit nervous). (As another aside, I am not 

implying that languages do not have value, or that I do not support their study. Languages broaden 

horizons, develop skills and neural pathways, encourage empathy and appreciation of other cultures, 

support understanding of grammar, and much more. I have benefitted enormously from studying two 

languages all those years ago. The issue is whether “most” students should be obliged to do one). 

Post-16 Open Evening. A date for your diary! Our Post-16 Open Evening will be held on Thursday 

November 7th, starting at 6.00 pm in the Post-16 block. 

GCSE Presentation Evening for Year 12/last year’s Year 11. Invitations will go out shortly after half-

term, but it will be on Tuesday 19th November, starting at 6.30 pm in the Hall 



 

Post-16 Open Evening 

One of many positives in the Ofsted Report is that our Sixth form was judged “Good”. Please come along 

next Thursday and find out why! Miss Haynes (Head of Post-16) held an assembly for Year 11 students 

yesterday, outlining the course choices, entry requirements, expectations, enrichment opportunities, 

support, and successes; she will cover the same topics in more depth and detail next Thursday, but there is 

also an opportunity for parents and students to talk to A-level teachers and current students about the 

courses in particular. I would recommend that any student considering level 3 courses (A-Level or BTecs 

in Science or Performance subjects) comes along; some may be leaning towards another provider, but just 

like GCSEs in Year 9 the same principles apply of getting all of the available information before making 

decisions! 

 

GCSE Presentation Evening 

This will be on Tuesday 19th November, starting at 6.30 pm in the Hall. Invitations have been sent this 

week to last year’s Year 11 students and parents, with a RSVP. It is very important and hugely 

appreciated if parents could respond to the RSVP, indicating the number of guests; otherwise you may 

have to sit on the floor….. This is one of, if not the best evening in the College calendar. We are not 

giving anyone a hard time or providing lots of complicated information. It is entirely celebratory; all 

students receive their GCSE certificates, and there are further certificates (and a small monetary token) 

for achievement and progress in each GCSE and GCSE equivalent subject. We are thrilled that our guest 

of honour will be international rugby referee Luke Pearce, who (as I write) is still in Japan at the Rugby 

World Cup where he has been officiating. 

 

Staff News 

Starting today as Bridge Coordinator is Sean Durkin; hopefully, most parents will never hear from Sean, 

as it means that their sons and daughters have not been sent to the Bridge for poor behaviour. I am also 

pleased to let parents know that Miss Izzy Matthews has been appointed Transition Coordinator. On 

Monday, Mrs Jane Ford will rejoin us and resume her former role in the Skills Room. Because of very 

serious and confidential personal reasons affecting a colleague in MFL, we welcome back Dr Lucie 

Emmett for two days a week; even so, there will be some impact on MFL classes, especially in lower 

years, and I hope that parents and students will bear with us. 

 

GCSEpod 

GCSEpod is an excellent way to revise for many students, and has been proven to raise outcomes. So, it’s 

worth reminding students and parents that access has to be through the College VLE, Moodle, whether 

access is from College or at home. Please log into Moodle (http://moodle.clystvale.org) as normal, then 

click on the GCSEpod icon (top left) and you will be automatically logged in and will have 

access. Almost all of the issues getting into GCSEpod are caused by trying to access it from the GCSEpod 

website directly and not through Moodle! 

 

Autumn Safety 

Halloween has now passed, so we move on to fireworks…. I really don’t want to overcook this, especially 

as fireworks are now so strictly controlled, just to remind students to be safe, responsible, and respect 

others. Possibly a greater danger is now the darker evenings; students who are cycling, or who have to 

walk down an unlit road or path from their bus stop, really must be visible to other road users.  

http://moodle.clystvale.org


Dr Bawn 

UK Youth Parliament 

This literally only just arrived as I finished this Newsletter, so apologies it’s brief. On Saturday 23rd 

November at County Hall 10.30 – 2.30 there is an information session for any young person (11-18) who 

might be interested in standing as a member of the national UK Youth Parliament. More information next 

week. 

 

 

 

YEAR 11 PROM 
 
The final arrangements are being made for the Year 11 Prom and I wanted to provide you with as 
much detail as possible about the evening to enable you to make arrangements for your child. 
 
This event is being held at Reed Hall, University of Exeter on Friday 26th June 2020.  I will provide 
details of the cost and how to pay shortly. The price will include a buffet, disco, sweet buffet and 
photographs. We anticipate that students will start arriving from 6.30pm and that most students will 
have arrived by 8.00pm. The evening will finish at 11.00pm and you will need to make arrangements to 
collect your son/daughter from the venue. 
 
I am sure the students are looking forward to the prom and will have a wonderful evening.    
 
If you would like any further information, please contact me on 01392 463913 or email 
pruntyc@clystvale.org 

 
Miss Prunty 

Assistant to Head of Green School  



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

GREEN SCHOOL 

7GAW Billy Hawkins 

7GBA Lucy Grabham 

8GSW Grace Jeffery 

8GNB Bill Ramsay 

9GDJ Kiera Franklin 

9GGT Madeline Cole 

10GHE Chloe Jeffery 

10GIM Theo Munro 

11GABR Milly Bond-Stewart 

11GDH Megan Newberry YELLOW SCHOOL 

7YDS                                                                           Olivia Woollam 

7YSP Daisy Backway 

8YMPR Erin Blagdon 

8YNS Fraya Baseley 

9YCW Lucy Emeleus 

9YRB Jamie Horwell 

10YMBR Sam Clark 

10YJPU Harrison Coles 

11YMM Emily Coles 

11YZK Daisy Norris 

RED SCHOOL 

7RAO Macy Gayson 

7RAR Joshua Jones 

8RGG Faye White 

8RSJ Peter Large 

9RSS Isabelle Burgess 

9RTMA Katie Goddard 

10RCJ Summer Harlow 

10RCM Tom Lipscomb 

11RZB Lidia Sharland 

   

Do you use twitter? Then why not follow us @clystvale to find out          

what’s going on in the College community. 



SPORTS NEWS  

Year 9 Boys’ Rugby: Exeter School v Clyst Vale 
Clyst Vale's success over beating St Peter’s in the previous round of the Exeter and East Devon Cup 
resulted in a trip to Exeter School last Thursday. Gloomy skies cast over the centre of Exeter didn't bode 
well, as it turned out for everyone involved, it was a very wet and cold afternoon! 
 
The strong Exeter School side scored many tries in the first half, however Clyst Vale redeemed 
themselves superbly well in the second, making tackles and metres with the ball with much more 
conviction and aggression. 
 
As always, the boys were outstanding representatives of the College and always showed a bright and 
positive approach to everything, both on and off the field. 
 
Well done to the squad: Tom Brooking (C), Ben Waycott, Jed Wade, George Wright, Jonny Baker, Oliver 
Watt, Ben Heywood-Rose, Joe Clark, Jamie Horwell, Sam Knee, Max Kerslake, Lorenzo Amatuzzo, Felix 
Bilton, Oliver Clayton, Reese Aldridge, Harrison Rees and Reuben Reed. 
 

 
Mr Pearce 

Head of Green School 
Teacher of PE 

Y10 Rugby Report 

Well done to the Y10 rugby boys, again this week, as they raised their game  to meet the visiting St 
Peters side.  In the grey evening mist the teams lined up with Dom (Captain) organising the team. With 
a couple of absences the positions were shuffled a bit, but the core of the forwards and backs remained 
the same. Harry Turner proved a talented hooker in combat but also with the line out throws and Adam 
Champion, Sam Kerslake, Ollie Tydeman and Sam Walters all played their part.  In fact by half time it 
was the forwards who were showing the Clyst Vale backs how to boss the opposition. As a result Dom 
had plenty of good ball from the break down and repeatedly released Louie and Tom on powerful runs. 
Although St Peters opened the scoring it was a try from Tom and then a conversion from Louie that 
resulted in a 7-5 lead at half time.  Josef Welch had some flighty runs on the wing and Joseph Tandy 
worked hard in the centres as a link player, but struggled this week to find the space he used so well at 
Okehampton prior to half term.   

In the second half St Peters thundered over from close range following an impetuous offside by Harry 
and the conversion was also scored.  Dom rallied the team and after more driving and rucking from the 
forwards it was the captain himself who stole round the blind side to slide in for a try.  Scores even and 
a difficult conversion missed.  12-12 was a fair result and the hand shakes were sincere.  Man of the 
Match: Dom Boots-Hutchings - excellent kick chases, near faultless one on one tackling, a match saving 
try, but equally the way he spoke to and treated the opposition players. 
 
               Mr J Powell 
               Head of PE  











Day Club Time Where Changing Room Teacher 

Mon Music Club Lunchtime PA2 N/A Mrs Sprenkel 

Mon Chess Club Lunchtime Library N/A Mrs Foulds 

Mon Year 7, 8 & 9 – Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Stapleton 

Mon Year 9, 10 & 11 – Weights Lunchtime Dance Studio New Block Mr Pearce 

Mon All Years – Dance Lunchtime Dance Studio New Block Mrs Elliot 

Mon Year 11 Child Development – 
Health & Social Care Course-
work Catch Up 

Lunchtime VO1 N/A Mrs Bennett 

Mon B&V Year 11 Paper 1 Revi-
sion 

1.30pm HU2   Miss Brotherton 

Mon Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Mon Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA1 N/A Miss Ruscoe 

Tues Amnesty Lunchtime EN7 N/A Miss Watt/Mrs Gillespie 

Tues Year 10, 11, 12 & 13 – Bas-
ketball 

Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Powell 

Tues All Years – Girls Only – 
Dance/Gym – no weights 

Lunchtime Dance Studio New Block Mrs Needs 

Tues Year 9 & 10 – Rugby Lunchtime Field New Block Mr Stapleton 

Tues Year 10 & 11 Art GCSE 
Coursework/Exam Support 
Club 

Lunchtime AR3 N/A Mrs Pieczenko 

Tues Year 10 & 11 - Careers & 
Work Experience Drop In 

Lunchtime Careers Room N/A Mrs Bennett 

Tues B&V Year 11 Paper 2 Revi-
sion 

1.30pm HU1 N/A Miss Brotherton 

Tues Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA1 N/A Miss Ruscoe 

Tues Year 11 GCSE Food Catch Up 
(theory or practical) 

Lunchtime DT3 N/A Mrs Crook 

Wed B&V – KS3 Student Support Lunchtime HU1 N/A Miss Brotherton 

Wed Drugs & Alcohol Information 
Drop-In 

Lunchtime G31 N/A Mrs Gillespie 

Wed Week B Music Club Lunchtime PA2 N/A Mrs Sprenkel 

Wed Drawing Club – Week B Lunchtime Library N/A Mrs Foulds 

Wed All Years – Badminton Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Powell 

Wed Year 7 & 8 – Rugby Lunchtime Field New Block Mr Pearce 

Wed Year 11 – GCSE Catch Up Lunchtime PE5 N/A Mrs Broomfield 

Wed Year 10 & 11 - Careers & 
Work Experience Drop In 

Lunchtime Careers Room N/A Miss Bennett 

Wed Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Wed Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA1 N/A Miss Ruscoe 

Wed Yugioh Club Lunchtime SC3 N/A Mr Moxey 

LUNCH CLUBS Monday-Wednesday 



Thurs Hula Hoop Club Lunchtime Dance Studio N/A Mrs Gillespie 

Thurs Attenborough’s Army Lunchtime Library N/A Mrs Foulds 

Thurs Various Years – Inter-Tutor Lunchtime Various Various Mr Pearce/Mr Stapleton/
Mr Powell & Mrs Broom-
field 

Thurs Year 10 (after ½ term) – 
Indoor Football 

Lunchtime Sports Hall Sports Hall Mr Powell & Mr Brooks 

Thurs Year 7 & 8 Games Club Lunchtime HU6 N/A Miss Jenkins 

Thurs B&V KS4 Student Support Lunchtime HU1 N/A Miss Brotherton 

Thurs Science Club 1.30pm – 2pm SC2 N/A Dr Odunlade 

Thurs Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Thurs Year 10 GCSE Food Practi-
cal 

Lunchtime DT3 N/A Mrs Crook 

Thurs Year 11 Science Home-
work Club 

Lunchtime SC7 N/A Mrs Serven – taken by 
P16 students 

Fri Our House rehearsals Lunchtime PA3 N/A Miss Williams 

Fri Week B Music Club Lunchtime PA2 N/A Mrs Sprenkel 

Fri Various Years – Inter-Tutor Lunchtime Various Various Mr Pearce, Mrs Elliot, Mr 
Stapleton, Mr Powell & 
Mrs Broomfield 

Fri Minecraft Lunchtime IT3 N/A Mr Bailey 

Fri Week A 
Year 9 Baking Club 
(starting 20th September) 

Lunchtime DT3 N/A Mr Krasko 

Fri Week A 
Year 11 Child Develop-
ment – Health & Social 
Care Coursework Catch Up 

Lunchtime VO1 N/A Mrs Bennett 

Day Club Time Where Changing Room Teacher 

LUNCH CLUBS Thursday - Friday 

CHARITY NEWS 
Non-Uniform Days – 2019 to 2020 

 
As a Rights Respecting School, we asked the students who they would like to 
raise money for on our non-uniform days. 
 
This is who they chose and below are the dates of the new academic year’s  
non-uniform days. 
  
Fri October 18th 2019 – Little Princess Trust 
Fri 20th December 2019 – Young Minds 
Fri 14th February 2020 – Devon Air Ambulance Trust 
Fri 27th March 2020 – Children’s Hospice South West 



School Transport 
 

1. Clyst Vale supports the (DCC) Devon County Council’s “No Pass No Travel Scheme” that operates 
on transport to and from this College. 

2. Only students who show a valid travel pass to the driver on every journey will be allowed to 
travel. Students must travel on the vehicle indicated on their pass. 

3. Please ensure that your child has their travel pass before they leave home every day. 
4. Please ensure that your child knows what to do in the event they are not allowed to travel or the 

bus does not arrive (e.g. because of breakdown or traffic conditions or severe weather). College 
attendance is very important and it is best to be prepared for any of these eventualities. 

5. DCC will carry out regular pass checks throughout the year.  
6. Drivers are not allowed to carry passengers who cannot show a valid pass. 
7. If your child loses their pass during the day they should go to the AtHoS offices to ask for a 10 day 

temporary pass.   Replacement passes cost £5 each and can be ordered online, or by sending a 
cheque with a replacement form. 

Further information is available at: http://www.devon.gov.uk/school_transport 



Attendance, Absence and 
Requests for Absence 

 

You need to let the College know of any absence on the first day it occurs.  If you do not notify the 

College, then you will be contacted to identify the reason for absence.   

This will help to reduce unauthorised absences and truancy. 

Please note, the College may ask you to provide medical proof if a student is absent from College due 

to illness.  

For Years 7 - 11 Absences 

Please ring: 

Penni Ball (Attendance Officer) 

Direct line: 01392 463911 

Email: studentabsence@clystvale.org 

 

For Year 12 - 13 Absences 

Please ring: 

Jassy Barrington (Post-16 PA) 

Direct line: 01392 462697 

Email: barringtonj@clystvale.org 



COLLEGE DRESS  

Clyst Vale aims to maintain a simple pattern of College dress to promote a clear sense of identity 

and enable students to come sensibly dressed, at reasonable cost, for a range of learning 

activities. If a student is improperly dressed, correct uniform will be provided for that day or the 

student may be sent home to change his/her clothing, at the discretion of the Principal. If parents 

are in any doubt about the suitability of an item of uniform they should check with the 

College before buying it. 

 Uniform for all students in Years 7 to 11 

 White collared shirt 

 School colour tie 

 Clyst Vale V-neck jumper with College logo. 

 Boys trousers - Banner Slimbridge (Black)/Banner  Falmouth (Black). 

 Girls trousers - Trutex GTN (2 pocket black)/David Luke DL965 black). 

 All trousers must have Clyst Vale logo rivet on waistband. 

 Skirts - Blue Tartan and knee length 

 Trutex Senior stitched down/Taylor Tartan (blue) skirt and may be worn no more than 2" above 

the knee.  Knee length black tailored shorts may be worn. 

 Black sturdy shoes or all black trainers. 

 White socks or black tights with skirts. 

 Clyst Vale reversible jacket or other outdoor coat. 

All uniform and PE Kit can be purchased from Thomas Moore, Exeter.  Thomas Moore 

offers both a personal service in their shop and also the opportunity to order on line at 

www.thomasmooretoymaster.co.uk.  

 Eyebrow jewellery, facial, tongue, nose and lip studs are not permitted. 

 Leather jackets, all denim garments and all hoodies are not permitted. 

 Hats should not be worn indoors. 

 Outer coats should be predominantly plain in colour and without large logos. 

 A plain white t-shirt or vest may be worn under the shirt. 

 On health and safety grounds, shoes should be appropriate for a work place. Flipflops, open 

toes, Uggs, Dr Martens (or equivalent) are not permitted. 

 Jewellery may be worn, providing it is not excessive or potentially hazardous. However, it is a 

legal requirement that all jewellery must be removed before undertaking sporting activities. It 

is the responsibility of the wearer to do this. 

 

The Principal, in consultation with the Governors of the College, will decide on the suitability of the 

appearance of a student attending the College - extreme hair styles, of either cut or colour, are not 

permitted. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Address:  Clyst Vale Community College, Station Road, Broadclyst, Exeter, Devon EX5 3AJ 
 
Tel: 01392 461407   Library: 01392 464010 
 
Email: admin@clystvale.org    Web: www.clystvale.org 
 
Principal: Kevin Bawn, BA PhD 


