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Key Messages 

• Revision is essential for exam success, it is hard 
work, but the challenge is to make it really 
effective 

• Starting early is better “It’s a marathon, not a 
sprint”

• The key is Organisation and planning

• There is no “best” technique for revising….



College support

• March Deep learning Day

• Revision tasks for Home Learning, in planners

• Published revision guides

• Subject revision sessions, drop-ins – see timetable

• Tutor-time revision techniques sessions

• Y11 Examination Revision Guide, tutor support

• GCSEpod, Moodle, MathsWatch etc

• Pre-exam briefings

and ……..  just ask teachers!
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Revision Planning

• Max concentration span ?

• Max revision time per evening ?

• 45 mins/ hour (20-30 min bursts for some) with a 
break

• Mix subjects (and techniques)

• Holidays, weekends, study leave ?

• Planning is not revision but reduces stress



Morning revision sessions

 Year 11 are currently 

involved in a series 

of sessions helping 

them choose the 

most effective 

revision strategies 

for them.

Week A

MON 11RDH

TUE

WED

THUR 11NG

FRI 11RGG

Week B

MON 11YNS

TUE 11GSW

WED

THUR

FRI 11YMPR



Start with a long term timetable
break it into subjects and their:

 units

 assessment objectives 

 exam paper sections

How do I get it done?
talk to teachers
get help filling it in
check there are no gaps in learning 

(due to absence)





Develop a short term timetable
Once you’ve identified all the different skills to revise  

on your LTTT, you’ll be ready to break them down into 

sensible, short term timetables. It identifies what to 

revise/ when to revise.

 25 min blocks

 alternate 

between easy 

and hard

 5 min breaks 

in between

 When 

revision block 

is done give 

an EBI on a 

post it for 

next time



Revision styles to try out…

 Sub-vocalise as you read.                        

This means reading with moving 

lips and then reading aloud key 

words/ terms or information that 

help you understand.  

 You could also record what you 

read and play it back later.  

Pause  before you get to key 

words and see if you can name 

them before you say them on the 

recording.

Sub vocalising 

improves  your 

retention by 200% 



Revision styles to try out…

 Mind map units 

and break them 

down into 

headings.  Use 

images and 

colours to help 

info burn into 

your memory



Revision styles to try out…

 Time lines help you to organise when and in what 

order things happened.  Ideal for History but really 

useful for other subjects too. 



Revision styles to try out…
 Definition cards create these for key 

words and terms that are new or unfamiliar 

to you.  Stick them in ‘high traffic’ where 

you’ll see them regularly.  Once you are 

familiar with them, organise them into  a set 

and get someone to test you on them. Put 

the ones you got wrong back in the high 

traffic areas and repeat.

 Look – say – cover - write – check Do 

this with tricky key words/vocabulary/ 

spellings to get them right



Revision styles to try out…

 Mnemonics and 

acronyms can help you 

memorise tricky 

information.  Ask your 

teacher if there are any 

that are useful in their 

subject. Put them on 

revision cards and place 

them in high traffic areas!



Revision styles to try out…
 Refine to learn! This nifty method 

works for lots of people.

1. Read 

a page 

of notes 

in your 

book

4. Finally, using 

the post it only, 

see if you can 

explain what 

you’ve learned 

from the sheet 

to someone 

else.

2. Put the page 

away then bullet 

point key info 

onto a an index 

card

3. Write 5 

words that 

sum up your 

learning on 

the index 

card

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=index card&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5MCfiQiUbFYeiM&tbnid=Qn1HDLWsEbWgaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://meganandtimmy.com/2012/03/16/165365/tan-index-card-hi/&ei=EHCSUav7IM2KhQeny4DgAg&psig=AFQjCNEmO83_jJQEU-c8iYY_3NgmAtLAOw&ust=1368637837369472
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=index card&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5MCfiQiUbFYeiM&tbnid=Qn1HDLWsEbWgaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://meganandtimmy.com/2012/03/16/165365/tan-index-card-hi/&ei=EHCSUav7IM2KhQeny4DgAg&psig=AFQjCNEmO83_jJQEU-c8iYY_3NgmAtLAOw&ust=1368637837369472


Revision styles to try out…

 Use a 

highlighter! 

Read through 

notes in your 

exercise book –

have a colour 

code already 

sorted for each 

subject and 

categorise key 

information by 

highlighting it.



Revision styles to try out…

 Quiz a pal. Pick a topic with a friend.  You both 

create 12 questions on it.  Categorise them so there 

are easy/ medium/ difficult questions. Swap them 

and mark each other. Get more people to join you 

and up the number of questions you attempt.



Be like Sherlock…

Create a ‘mind palace’ with your revision materials. Use 

different places in your house for memorable posters 

and lists. Create subject zones. i.e utility room = 

biology



The sprint finish!

The five minute essay plan

RAMBAM (read a min – bullet a min)

Mindmap a topic without your notes

Practise past papers one section at a 

time (or try ones done in class again if 

it’s a new GCSE)

Ten minute tests

Read mark schemes and mark your 

own work using them

Go through mock papers/ read advice/ 

improve each section of the paper.



The sprint finish!

Have a revision

Choose a 
past paper 
question

Google your 
subject level 
and exam 
board e.g
‘Geography 
GCSE past 
papers AQA’

Revise 
topic for 20 
minutes

Do the 
question
(set a timer 
for that 
section)

Mark your 
answer 
(use the 
mark 
scheme)

Get 
feedback
(show 
teacher 
and ask if 
your 
marking is 
accurate)



Computer/phone/ipad Health 
Warning

• Internet:- Productive use 
CVCC Moodle, GCSEpod, BBC Bitesize, Exam Board sites, 
internet research – lists in Revision Guide

• Internet:- Unproductive use
games, shopping, non-revision sites, chat rooms and 
blogs, messaging, social media (unless related to study)

• Using the internet for revision requires:
self-discipline and careful policing

• If in doubt, turn it off.



“But it helps me to concentrate!”

• TV/video

• computer games

• messaging sites

• music in general

• Unfortunately it is an illusion that any of 
these help with concentration and taking 

information in!





Exam Stress
• Quite normal for young people to be anxious 

about exams

• Revision planning

• Healthy habits

• Thinking positively

• Keeping things in perspective

• Organisation immediately before an exam



and if they’re struggling?
• preparation will alleviate most problems

• vast majority manage  – important to maintain 
normal balance

• daily contact with tutor, support, open dialogue with 
home

• college counsellor, group or individual work

• concerns – please contact  tutor initially

• www.youngminds.org.uk/school-pressure

• www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-
and-work

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/school-pressure
http://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/school-college-and-work


Finally
It’s a balancing act 
between trying to 

push your son / 
daughter to 

revise and not 
waste their time 
and giving them  

space and 
support when 
they need it.



YEAR 11 EXAMINATIONS

Procedures

and 

Most frequently asked questions



We are an approved and registered examination 
centre  and must abide by the JCQ ‘Instructions for 
conducting examinations’.    These are set out and 
updated annually in a document known as the ICE 
booklet. 

We are inspected annually to check that exams are 
being conducted in line with these regulations.  If not, 
we may have our status as an approved exam centre 
removed.  

This evening I will be providing you with information 
about how the exams will run in line with these 
regulations.



Exam Booklet

All Year 11 students will be issued with an Exam Booklet 
which they should all read as it contains important 
information about their exams.  

The booklet will be issued, along with an individual 
exam timetable, towards the end of this term but it is 
also already available on the college website. 

The exam regulations students should adhere to are 
made very clear in the booklet.  Exam Boards will not 
make allowances for students who say they did not 
know the rules if they have been issued with them by 
their college.

 

CLYST VALE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
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Centre No:  54203 
Name:  

 



Exam Dates

 The official GCSE exam period runs from 

14th May to 22nd June 2018.  

 In addition to these dates students may have 
practical exams and non-examined assessments 
which also form part of their exams.

 Students have been issued with Statements of Entry 
and have now been entered for their exams.  

 Towards the end of this term they will receive an 
individual exam timetable with the following 
information……



Individual Candidate Timetable

Individual Candidate Timetable

Season :             Summer 2018                  Centre Number :   54203

Name :               xxxxxxxxxxxxx                     Year :            xx

Candidate Number :   4032                          Reg Group :       xxxx

UCI :                54203xxxxxxxxxx                   ULN :       xxxxxxxxxxxxx

Date Start
Time

Board Level
code

Element 
code

Element 
Title

Component Component title Duration Room Seat

Tues
19 
May

9:00 Edexcel GCSE 5FR03 English 
Literatur
e A

5FR03H English 
Literature A 
higher

0h 35m HALL D2

Wed
20
May

9:00 Edexcel GCSE 4BIO Biology 4BIO/1B Biology 1h 00m HALL F4

Thur
22
May

1:30 AQA GCSE 90302 Geograp
hy A 
Unit 2

90302F Geography A 
Unit 2 
Foundation

1h 30m HALL B9

Fri
13
June

1:30 Edexcel GCSE 1MAO/1 Mathem
atics 2

1MAO/1F Mathematics 2: 
Foundation 

1h 45m HALL G12



Responsibilities

It is the student’s responsibility to attend the 
correct examinations at the correct times on 
the correct days.

The Exam Boards will not make any allowances 
for ‘mis-reading’ or ‘losing’ the 

timetable.



FAQ by students

What if I am late? Can I still take my exam?

- For an exam lasting more than an hour you must  
arrive within 1 hour of the published start time (i.e. 
before 10:00am for morning exams and before 
2:30pm for afternoon exams.)  For exams that are less 
than an hour students must arrive before the 
published finish time

- Students will be allowed into the exam and given the 
time missed at the end (if required)

- If you know you are going to be late you should ring the 
college as soon as possible – 01392 461407 and, if 
possible, email exams@clystvale.org



FAQ by students

What if I am ill and can’t take an exam?

 If you have completed at least 25% of the 
total assessment we can apply for special 
consideration

 You must contact the Exams Office within 7 
days of the missed exam

 A letter or email from your parent/carer, to 
confirm the illness, and possibly a Dr’s 
certificate, must be received within 7 days of 
the missed exam

 Exam boards do not use mock exam results to 
estimate marks for missed exams. 



FAQ by students

What if I become ill during an exam?

 Raise your hand to let an invigilator know.  If 
necessary, you will be allowed to leave the exam 
room temporarily (accompanied by an invigilator) 
until you feel better.  The time lost will be added to 
the end of your exam.

 If you are too ill to continue the exam you will be 
sent home and the Exams Officer will apply for 
special consideration on your behalf (as long as you 
have completed at least 25% of the overall 
assessment)



FAQ by students

Can I leave early if I have finished my exam?

NO, as it disturbs other candidates

NO, because it will break the confidentiality rules



FAQ by students

Can I do my exam in a small room if I am feeling 
anxious?

NO.  The JCQ regulations state that the candidate’s 
difficulties must be established within the centre and 
must reflect the candidate’s normal way of working in 

internal school tests and mock exams as a consequence 
of a long term medical condition or long term social, 

mental or emotional needs.



FAQ by students 

What happens if I have forgotten my exam number or 
seat number?

• A copy of the full exam timetable will be on the 
notice board where students sign in

• Your candidate ID card on your exam desk will 
show your exam number and the centre number.

• A copy of the day’s seating plan, including exam 
number, room and seat number will be displayed 
by the changing rooms adjacent to  the Main Hall

• It is important you check this BEFORE you go into 
the exam room if you are unsure



FAQ by students

What equipment will I need?

 The College cannot be relied on to lend equipment

 It is the student’s responsibility to bring all the necessary 

equipment, i.e. pens, pencils, rulers, calculator, protractor  

(except for a specialist subject like Graphic Products)

 you must write only in black ink (scripts are scanned or 

photocopied)

 you should have more than one pen

 All equipment should be in a clear pencil case or a plastic 

bag – Labels should also be removed from bottles of water.



FAQ by students
What are the rules about mobile phones?

 The rules about mobile phones are very strict

 If a mobile phone is on the candidate and goes off during an exam 
this must be reported to the Exam Board and is most likely to result 
in disqualification from the exam. 

 If a mobile phone is on the candidate even if it is switched off this 
must be reported to the Exam Board – you risk being disqualified 
from that exam

 If a mobile phone goes off in the exam room but is not on the 
candidate this must be reported to the Exam Board - you also risk 
being disqualified from that exam

Prevention
 To try and stop this being a problem all students must leave their bag and 

mobile phone in the PE changing rooms, which are then locked

 We will remind you about mobile phones at the start of every exam  

 ALL OF THE ABOVE ALSO APPLIES TO iPods, MP3s, INTERNET WATCHES; AND 
HEADPHONES.  

 All watches must be removed and placed on the desk in front of you.



Study Leave

o Lessons will continue until Friday 25th May 3.20pm

o After this date you will be on official study leave

o You should arrive in plenty of time for your exam, 10-15 
mins before the start

o You will be expected to sign in and out on the sheets by the 
“Giraffe House”

o Staff will still be available during timetabled lesson slots

o Study rooms will be available

o Formal revision sessions will continue

o Pre-exam briefings (where practical)

o You must wear the correct school uniform during exams



Results Day
College computer generated results slips will be 

available from 9 a.m. on Thursday 23rd August

You should come in to college to collect this slip. 
Third parties (even parents!) will need written 
permission from you to collect results.

 Those not collected will be posted home.

We do not issue results over the phone or via 
email.



Exam Appeals
If a student achieves a surprising result in an exam they may be 
able to make an appeal to the Exam Board.  

This must be done via the college .  You can find a form in the 
back of the Exam Booklet and forms will be available on Results 
Day.  

Exam boards charge approximately £40 per paper to carry out a 
review of marking.

Non-Examined Assessment Appeals
Some work is internally marked by teachers but forms part of the 
overall exam qualification.  Students will be informed of the 
marks awarded for their work before it is sent to the exam 
boards.  There is an opportunity to appeal against this mark.  
Details can be found in the Exam Booklet and on the website.



Official GCSE Certificates

These arrive at the end of October and 
should be collected at the celebration 
evening which will take place in November.

Any uncollected certificates can be collected 
in person after this date.  A relative or friend 
can collect the certificates on behalf of a 
student if they have the student’s written 
permission.


